
In my professional life I develop soft-

ware.  I learned very early on in my 

career that it was important to under-

stand why I performed certain tasks 

in a particular manner.  Not only did 

it improve my programming skills but 

it also allowed me to quickly adapt as 

new  programming tools were devel-

oped.  As we learned in February, the 

same principles apply 

whether we are talking 

about software develop-

ment or wood turning. 

 

George Raeder spent the 

morning teaching us the 

ñwhyò of wood turning.  

As George walked 

through a discussion of 

the various gouges, scrap-

ers and skews he ex-

plained why these tools 

cut effectively in some 

situations and not so well 

in others. 

 

For me understanding the reasons behind 

using a bowl gouge or a skew with a cer-

tain presentation to the wood will help me 

analyze what I am doing wrong that may 

have caused a catch or that may have re-

sulted in tear-out.  More importantly, this 

understanding of these important wood 

turning principles will aid in using new 

tools correctly or in applying new tech-

niques.   

 

Given that wood turning is an artistic en-

deavor where we use tools and wood to 

express ourselves, it is important that we 

have a thorough understanding of our tools 

and our materials so that we can best utilize 

them to achieve our creative visions.  

Knowing the basic principles that allow the 

tools to work allows me more freedom to 

explore new avenues of design and creativ-

ity without requiring me to blindly follow 

someone else's work.  
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